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ESL Reading Skills  
	
The ESL Reading Skills test measures your ability to read English. Specifically, it assesses your 
comprehension of short passages. It contains brief passages of 50 words or less and moderate 
length passages of 50 to 90 words. Half of this test contains straightforward comprehension 
items (paraphrase, locating information, vocabulary on a phrase level, and pronoun reference). 
The other half assesses inference skills (main idea, fact versus opinion, cause/effect logic, 
identifying irrelevant information, author’s point of view and applying the author’s logic to 
another situation).  

 
ESL Reading Skills Sample Questions 
 
Read the information below, then choose the 
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6. When cartoonist Charles M. Schulz was a boy in elementary school, other boys teased him 
for being small and not very good at sports, and his art teacher told him he had no talent for 
drawing. He had few friends and was too shy to talk to a redπhaired girl he admired. Later in life, 
Schulz used his childhood experiences in his comic strip Peanuts: the strip’s main character, the 
sad and lonely Charlie Brown, represents Schulz as a little boy. Peanuts was unique at the time 
because it contained no adult characters. Readers fell in love with Charlie Brown, and Peanuts 
eventually became one of the most popular comic strips of all time.  
 
What is the main idea of the passage?  
 
A. Peanuts was the world’s most widely read comic strip.  
 
B. Schulz was a very famous cartoonist.  
 
C. Schulz turned the pain of his youth into success as an adult.  
 
D. The comic strip Peanuts featured children as its only characters.  
 
7. Money has been used for thousands of years in nearly every culture as a means of exchange. 
However, today, the use of cash is becoming less and less common in modern societies all over 
the world. Every year, a higher percentage of purchases are made online, and even in stores 
customers are now using credit cards more often than cash. Many people today do all of their 
banking on the Internet rather than going to the bank in person.  
 
The author of the passage probably assumes that  
 
A. cash will become virtually obsolete in the near future  
 
B. using cash will become popular again  
 
C. paying with credit cards all the time is dangerous  
 
D. societies that do business online will struggle  
 
8. Before giving first aid to an accident victim, you should obtain his or her consent. Asking for 
consent takes a simple question. Say to the victim, “I know first aid, and I can help until an 
ambulance arrives. Is that okay?”  
 
According to the passage, it is wrong to  
 
A. use first aid on an accident victim without medical training  
 
B. attempt to help an accident victim without permission 
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C. help a victim before an ambulance arrives 
  
D. call for an ambulance instead of helping the victim  
 
9. Dr. Ellen Ochoa is an inventor and is also the first female Hispanic astronaut. Her inventions 
include technology to help robots inspect equipment in space to maintain safety and quality 
control on spacecraft.  
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ESL Reading‐ Answer Key 

 

 


